
Instructions for updating the Google Earth map 

Here at the Society of St Vincent de Paul Archdiocesan Council Office, we have adopted a modern 
method of identifying our service areas.  This involves a custom map with the boundaries of the 
Conferences, and allows you to determine what Conference serves an address. 

To use Google Earth, you must download the Application from Google.  The direct link is 
https://www.google.com/earth/ and here you may download the application. You want to download 
the Google Earth Pro Desktop version if you have PC. After downloading, you should install the 
application. 

Here is the short version of the instructions. 

1. Open Google Earth. On the left under places, delete everything under My Places. Keep “Starting 
Location”. 

2. Go to our website to down the latest version of the file. Open the zip file. Double click (open) 
the .kmz file to open it in Google Earth.  

3. You have finished updating Google Earth. 

Note: If you receive any messages during the process select the proper answer to complete these 
instructions. 

Previous Versions of the File 

If you have previously imported our map, you might have more than one version of the file loaded in 
Google Earth. If you do, you should locate and delete the previous versions of our Google Earth map 
before proceeding.  You can do this using the Windows File Explorer. Click the start button and type 
“file” and the file explorer should be listed for you. You can also click the folder icon on the taskbar.  

The file name format that I started using several years ago starts with SVDP following by the year / 
month / day of the version or rather SVDP yyyymmdd. The current one is SVDP 20190812.kmz. You may 
see SVDP 20190314.kmz or other .kmz files. The files may be on the desktop. Wherever these files are 
at, they should be deleted.  

Other possible names of the files are: 

• My Places2.kmz 
• All Conferences SVDP 6.25.12.kmz 
• All Conferences SVDP 10-24-12.kmz 
• My Places 2013.kmz 
• My Places 10-24-12a.kmz 
• My Places 10-24-12b.kmz 
• My Places Conferences Only.kmz 

Locating and deleting these files will ensure that all previous versions are removed from your computer 
so nobody can open them again.  

  

https://www.google.com/earth/
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Installing the New Map File 

After deleting the files, proceed with the rest of the installation of the new file as indicated below.  If a 
part of these instructions do not apply, skip it.  If this is your first time using Google Earth, deleting a 
map will not apply. 

Deleting from My Places 

Remove the previous Google Earth data.  To do this, right-click 
the top-most category on the old map as shown and select 
Delete.  Google Earth will pop up a confirmation box.  Don’t 
let it scare you.  Click OK. 

 

 

 

You will need to download the latest map file, currently Map File Updated 8/12/2019 from our website.  
You want to right-click the link, then select Save Link As.  Navigate to where you want to save the file 
and click the button Save. 

Select the menu option File / Open.  
Navigate to the newly saved file, select 
it and click the button Open. 

The file you opened is now listed 
under Temporary Places.  Right click it 
and select Save to My Places.  

 

Uncheck Temporary 
Places (which should be 
empty, anyway). 
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One last thing to do is the select the menu 
option File / Save / Save My  

Places.  This will make sure that the changes are 
saved to your default. 

Congratulations!  You have completed the 
replacement of the Google Earth map on your 
computer. 

 

 

You will notice in the version 20140701.kmz that there are 
some differences from the previous version.  One is that the 
map has been cleaned up and rearranged.  Cities, airports 
and military bases have been separated and placed under 
other; the entire Archdiocese has been outlined; non-
serviceable regions and closed Conferences are in their own 
folders, and all the active Conferences are now listed under 
their respective District Councils.  

You will also notice that the lines of division are cleaner and 
that the duplicate entries have been removed.  Following 
the updating instructions above will eliminate any further 
duplicates. 

To display a map item, it must be checked. 
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